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MINNESOTA STATE ARTS BOARD  
Annual meeting 

 
 

Monday, July 11, 2016 
1:30 – 8:00 p.m. 

 
 

AGENDA 

 
Time Activity Location 
1:30 p.m. MacRostie Art Center, overview and tour 

Katie Marshall, executive director 
 

MacRostie Art Center 
405 1st Avenue NW 
Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
 

2:00 p.m. Break 
 

 

2:15 p.m. 
 

Roundtables 
 
• Sustaining a thriving community of  

individual artists  
Sam Miltich, musician/songwriter, Grand Rapids 
Aaron Squadroni, visual artist, Coleraine  
Margaret Holmes, photography, Hibbing 
 

• Arts as community development  
Kathy Dodge, member, Grand Rapids arts and 
culture commission, Grand Rapids 
Sonja Merrild, director of grants, Blandin 
Foundation, and member, Grand Rapids arts and 
culture commission, Grand Rapids 
Ed Zabinski, member, Grand Rapids city council, 
and senior vice president, Grand Rapids State Bank 

 

MacRostie Art Center 
 

3:15 p.m. 
 

Break  

3:30 p.m. Roundtables  
 
• The role of community art centers  

Ward Merrill, executive director, Backus Community 
Center, International Falls 
Patty Feld, artistic director/foundation, Edge of the 
Wilderness Center, Bigfork 

MacRostie Art Center 
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David Marty, executive director, Reif Center, Grand 
Rapids 
 

• Opportunities for lifelong learning in the arts in 
greater Minnesota 
Tara Makinen, executive director, Itasca Orchestra 
and Strings Program, Grand Rapids 
Amy Lucas-Peroceski, teaching artist, 321studio, 
Chisholm 
Nikki Lehtinen, middle school arts teacher, Grand 
Rapids 

 
4:30 p.m. 
 

Break  

5:30 p.m. Social time 
 

Maple Terrace room 
17th Street Grill 
Timberlake Lodge Hotel  
144 SE 17th Street  
Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
 

6:00 p.m. Dinner 
Discussion:  Key themes, “take aways” from the 
afternoon sessions 
 

Maple Terrace room 
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